At this juncture, other relatives joined the conversa-
tion and were anxious to have detailed instructions about
the patient's treatment. I left .after a few minutes.

I was summoned a year later as a witness in a local
Sub-Registrar's Court in a will contest action. A will was
actually executed, probably posthumously, and the Ayur-
vedic doctor who attended the patient had attested the
will. During my examination, I had a difficult time
explaining to the Sub-Registrar that it was possible for a
patient to recognise the doctor and greet him almost as a
reflex action and yet not be in full possession of faculities
for proper testamentary capacity; Such fine shades of
differences in levels of consciousness between recognising
a doctor and full testamentary capacity were beyond the
Sub-Registrar's understanding, and the will was finally
upheld.

There was a tendency amongst some doctors to sneak
away as soon as the patient expired, as if they had com-
mitted a murder. A word of consolation to these dearest
and nearest to the deceased is an act of kindness which
any cultured person, more so a family doctor, cannot refuse.
In this matter, there is much that a modern medical ma&
or woman can learn from an experienced Ayurvedic physi-
cian: I have seen an old Ayurvedic doctor reel out sloka
after sloka from the Vairagva Sathaka of Bharthuhari and
frona t^:Ma/iaMaraia';atoujt:.-tbe evanascence of humpn
life and its glory to a hysterical, inconsolable young mother
who was hugging her young dead child to her breast, and
would not give it up for cremation. He virtually hypnotise
her by his wise expostulation to hand over the cdr^se,

It sometimes happens that the doctor is the only one
to console the survivors. I was once called by the neigh-
bours of an old patient to see him urgently. I ruslted to
Ms house. His wife met me at the gate of their bungalow
and told me that her husband had taken cg^tor oil for,
constipation that morning and had two or thiee
Subsequently, after lunch, he had gone to sleep w$
not wake up. I examined the patient, only to find-v